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Abstract Jamides elioti sp. nov. is described from Sulawesi, Indonesia. The new species is 
easily distinguished from all other Jamides species by an unique valva, but its systematic 
position within the genus is unclear. Judging from the male genitalia, elioti seems to belong to 
the aleuas subgroup (sensu Hirowatari, 1992) or the cyta subgroup (sensu Hirowatari, 1992). 
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Introduction 


Among polyommatine genera, the genus Jamides is one of the complicated groups which 
continues to await revisional work. Some species of restricted regions, such as the Malay 
Peninsula and Borneo, have recently been arranged and finely illustrated. However, the 
representatives of Sulawesi have not been revised since some authors described numerous 
taxa during the early years of this century (e. g. Röber, [1886] ; Fruhstorfer, 1916, etc.). 


While participating in Project Wallace in June, 1985, one of us (Cassidy) found a specimen 
of the present new species collected by Mr L. Kirton at Dumonga-Bone National Park, 
Sulawesi. In addition, Takanami (pers. comm.) independently recongnized this taxon by 
another single specimen from Palolo, Central Sulawesi. In the present paper, we describe 
the new Jamides species based on the two specimens and comment on its systematic 
position within the genus. 


Jamides elioti sp. nov. (Figs 1-5) 


Male. Upperside of wings shining pale sky blue, resembling Jamides callistus callistus 
(Röber, [1886]) from the Philippines. Battledore androconia present. Forewing with 
whitish discal area, marginal border very narrow, represented by blackish grey cilia. 
Hindwing with submarginal black spots. Underside of wings light greyish brown. 
Forewing, the pair of postdiscal white striae in spaces 4-6 dislocated, shifted basad at vein 
6; a pair of whitish bars present in spaces 9 and 10; submarginal area rather darker than 
ground color. Hindwing, as in J. avatus lunatus (de Nicéville, 1898) and J. snelleni (Röber, 
[1886]), with the submarginal black spots wedge-shaped in spaces 3-5, and the spot in 
space 6 largest and quadrate ; submarginal spot with orange lunule smaller than that of the 
two above-mentioned species. 


Male genitalia. Dorsum small. Tegumen narrow, dorsal portion narrow. Brachium 
long and slender, ending in minute hook. Socius small, rounded. Juxta Y-shaped. 
Phallus relatively long; subzonal sheath 2.5 as long as suprazonal sheath ; suprazonal 
sheath with a Chapman’s process; vesica with a triangular spiny cornutus. Valva long, 
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Figs 1-4. Jamides elioti sp.nov. 1,2. Holotype, 7. 3,4. Paratype, 7. 1,3. Upperside, 
2,4. Underside. 


terminating in an inwardly curved hook, and with a postero-inwardly pointed spine at the 
middle of the dorsal margin. 


Female unknown. 


Holotype , Forewing length 16 mm, Palolo, near Palu, Sulawesi, iv. 1984, in the Natural 
History Museum, London. Paratype. 1%, Forewing length 13mm, Dumoga-Bone 
National Park, North Sulawesi, Sg. Tumpah, 13. vi. 1985, L. Kirton. 


Remarks and systematic discussion 


The present new species is easily distinguished from all the other species not only by the 
unique valva of the male genitalia but also by the shining pale sky blue with whitish discal 
area of the forewing upperside, the wedge-shaped submarginal black spots on the hindwing 
underside and the whitish bars in spaces 9 and 10 of the forewing underside. The shape of 
the valva of the male genitalia is somewhat similar to that of J. avatus lunatus (de 
Nicéville, 1898) from Sulawesi, but the large dorsal spine of elioti is unique to this species. 


In spite of the resemblance of the valvae, elioti seems to be related to the species of the 
aleuas subgroup (sensu Hirowatari, 1992) or the cyta subgroup (sensu Hirowatari, 1992) 
rather than to those of the aratus subgroup (sensu Hirowatari, 1992) on the basis of the 
following points: In the avatus subgroup, the posterior margins of the suprazonal sheath of 
the phallus are spatulate and the dorsal portion of the tegumen is broad, but in elzoiz, the 
suprazonal sheath terminates in a Chapman’s process and the dorsal portion of the tegumen 
is narrow. Although the small socius and slender brachium show affinity with the species 
of the cyta subgroup, there is no further apomorphic character to support it. In the aleuas 
group, a needle-like costal process is present. If the dorsal spine of elioti is homologous 
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Fig 5. Male genitalia of Jamides elioti sp. nov. A. Whole genitalia except phallus in 
lateral view. B. Dorsum in dorsal view. C. Valvae in dorsal view. D. Juxta in 
posterior view. ÈE. Phallus in lateral view. F. Ditto in ventral view. 


with the costal process, it follows that elioti is related to some species of the aleuas 
subgroup such as philatus (Snellen, 1878). Furthermore, it is possible to consider that the 
unique valva of elioti shows an intermediate condition between the species of the aleuas 
subgroup with a needle-like costal process and festivus (Röber, [1886]) from Sulawesi 
which has a peculiar valva with inwardly pointing spines at the middle of the dorsal margin 
(Hirowatari, 1992, fig. 23 A-D). Although Hirowatari (1992) tentatively placed festivus in 
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the aleuas subgroup, festivus and elioti could be treated as each independent subgroups of 
their own. 


The specific name is dedicated to John Eliot of Taunton, England, who has made a great 
contribution to our knowledge of the butterfly fauna of the Oriental Region. 
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AW? x= VE Jamides BO 1 YE (SERR « Alan C. Cassidy) 


AV PRY TOAGIV 2£YEBCZAOHK 2E ESWC, 1 HB Jamides elioti zit Ur. AE 
IADK, MECC b CHRT, HEL OBMIZAE CHS, MEEBO valva tif <, Hiro- 
watari (1992) © aratus BRO b DELAD, aratus BH CII, phallus DERAS FROR» 
Æ L tegumen OFFA OBA OVX LT, elioti Cid phallus © FE Mi fT VL — ot (Chapman’s 
process) £79 tegumen DEAE OOT, aleuas PH E RI coyta HHOBLIRCHAALE 
26h, Hirowatari (1992) it, AUK 33% evict festivus WERE aleuas EZE DK 
2, elioti O valva DBM PRICD ARED aleuas HHO valva RORE l HEATHA Ethie, 
elioti D valva DIRRE!? aleuas BROKE & festivus ED PRINT ABE TAA £15 agb DS, 
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